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CUSP French Curriculum 

Teacher Handbook 

 

How is CUSP French organised?  

CUSP French is taught from Years 3  6. Each year group has 6 blocks of 5 weeks teaching. Additional 

weeks in the academic year can be used for consolidation, revisiting or enrichment. The curriculum is 

built to be delivered in 30 40 minutes of study per week. This can be organised as two shorter sessions 

(e.g. 2 x 15 20 minutes) or one longer lesson.  

 

Structure of 

each block 

Vocabulary 

and Phonics 

Oracy 

  

Reading 

  

Writing 

  

Week 1 ✓ ✓   

Week 2  
✓ ✓  

Week 3 ✓  
✓  

Week 4 ✓   
✓ 

Week 5 ✓ ✓ ✓  

Week 6 Flexible content for revisiting and enrichment 

 

CUSP French has been purposefully built around the principles of evidence-led practice. This is to 
ensure that there is a focus on high-quality development of children as linguists. Core areas of study are 
revisited throughout the curriculum. Each unit of study focuses on phonics, grammatical structures, 
reading, writing, oracy and vocabulary. Fully resourced, CUSP French is both teacher facing and pupil 
facing, building consistency in how French is taught across the school and ensuring that teachers, 
including those with no prior knowledge of French, have the subject knowledge required to teach the 
content.  
 
CUSP French has been designed to serve young linguists in the modern world. Key areas of focus have 
been deliberately selected to ensure that pupils are equipped with knowledge and language that will 
serve them in engaging with important and useful topics such as the environment, wellbeing and travel. 
The curriculum focuses not just on vocabulary acquisition but also on the building blocks of learning a 
new language.  
 
Clear structures and learning routines underpin CUSP French. This allows pupils (and teachers) to direct 
their cognitive attention to the core content in each block. As with all CUSP subjects, Knowledge Notes 
are used to support instruction and the revisiting of new concepts. This strong focus on cognitive 
science provides the framework for pupils to deepen and broaden their knowledge of the French 
language and become confident, inspired linguists.  
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What is included?  

The CUSP French curriculum provides teachers with teaching slides, subject knowledge explainer 

videos, recorded resources and CPD videos to support staff with implementation and delivery. The 

decision to fully resource CUSP French was made to allow teachers to focus their time on developing 

their knowledge of the content. The explainer videos have been recorded by a native French speaker to 

give teachers an authentic experience of improving their own French speaking.  

Teachers will note that the blocks follow a clear structure and this will allow both teachers and pupils to 

learn the routines and rhythms of the curriculum over time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CUSP French long-term sequence 

There is a significant focus on revisiting throughout the curriculum with the aim of pupils mastering key 

knowledge that can be built on as they move through the programme of study. 

 

 

What will pupils know and be able to do at key points of the curriculum?  

Each block includes study of key MFL linguistic concepts and previously learnt language concepts to 

enable pupils to build on known themes and vocabulary. The core content overview outlines the 

substantive and disciplinary knowledge and key vocabulary that pupils will learn throughout each block 

of study. This includes the vocabulary, phonics and grammatical constructs that pupils will learn, as well 

as the opportunities to develop their reading, writing and oracy skills.  

Teachers will note that there is limited emphasis on pupils’ writing of French and a greater focus on 

reading, oracy and laying strong linguistic foundations. This is because pupils need to hear, see and say 

whole, correctly spelt words frequently before they are asked to apply these to written tasks. As pupils 

become more confident with curriculum content, teachers may choose to use the flexible content weeks 

to further develop pupils’ written French.  

Learning 

modules 

Video 

guidance 
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National Curriculum statutory content 

The National Curriculum for maintained schools in England stipulates that the teaching of foreign 

languages is required at key stage 2 (ages 7  11). This can be in any modern foreign language (MFL).  

Academies and free schools are not required to follow the National Curriculum. However, Ofsted still 

expects them to teach “a broad, rich curriculum […] that includes languages”. 

Within the National Curriculum, clear guidance is given around expectations of the purpose of learning 

a foreign language. This includes preparing pupils for learning further languages and equipping them 

to study and work in other countries.  

Key aspects of study that are explicitly referenced in the National Curriculum for MFL include:  

• vocabulary acquisition 

• varied oracy opportunities, including engagement in conversation 
• phonics and accurate pronunciation 

• grammatical knowledge  
• reading and listening for meaning 
• sentence composition 
• simple writing tasks. 

These are all carefully represented in the CUSP French curriculum.  

 

Flexible starting points 

We are aware that some pupils’ prior experience of learning French may have been limited, particularly 

while schools have focused on recovery following the pandemic. For this reason, teachers are 

encouraged to identify an appropriate entry point into the curriculum. It may be, for example that a Year 

5 class would benefit from starting on a Year 4 block to ensure that foundational knowledge is secure. 

This may not necessarily mean studying every lesson in a block that appears earlier in the curriculum but 

perhaps the core content overview should be used to identify any concepts that may need revisiting or 

reteaching.  

The high-level of revisiting of both substantive and disciplinary knowledge ensures that pupils have 

multiple opportunities to consolidate learning. Where teachers need to start earlier in the curriculum 

than pupils’ current chronological starting points, they may choose to reduce the number of revisiting 

lessons later on to help pupils catch up over time.  

 

 

How to use the Knowledge Notes 

Knowledge Notes are a fundamental pillar of the CUSP offer. These provide a 

visual and locational cue to help pupils learn and remember new content that is 

taught in each lesson. These are dual coded and careful consideration has been 

given to their design to avoid cognitive overload. Teachers should print each 

Knowledge Note for each pupil (or pair) so that pupils can refer to it throughout 

the lesson. This also allows pupils to revisit previously taught concepts, 

remembering knowledge and language that can be prompted by the contents of 

the Knowledge Notes.  

 

 

Revisiting 

https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum/key-stage-1-and-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-languages-progammes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-languages-progammes-of-study
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/772056/School_inspection_update_-_January_2019_Special_Edition_180119.pdf
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Revisiting is inherently built into the architecture of the CUSP French curriculum. This can be seen in 

many places, such as:  

• between individual blocks in each year group on the long-term sequence 

• within blocks in the Remember part of each lesson 
• in the quizzing that can be used throughout, at the end of and after a block of study. 

 

Teachers should seek to revisit key language as frequently as possible. This could be through normal 

classroom interactions, for example greeting pupils, telling the time, discussing classroom equipment or 

when giving instructions. This will help pupils to remember knowledge that they have learnt during their 

French lessons.  

Cultural development 

The CUSP curriculum has a strong focus on supporting pupils to meaningfully develop their 

understanding of other cultures and issues that impact on the wider global community. For this reason, 

CUSP French has a specific emphasis on teaching pupils about French customs, traditions and heritage, 

including those that are both similar or different to pupils’ own experiences of life in modern Britain.  

Teachers will note that significant French figures are introduced throughout the curriculum, as are 

notable French landmarks. Pupils will learn about the geography of France and its place within the wider 

world, including key trade exports and significant achievements of the French civilisation through 

history. Teachers are strongly encouraged to link this learning to pupils’ learning from the wider 

curriculum, for example, their study of significant artists or musicians.  

Assessment 

Assessment of MFL should be formative and based on the pupil outcomes from each lesson. The 

following can be used to assess pupils’ knowledge and understanding of language and pronunciation: 

• Expectations for each sequence are made explicit on slide 4. 

• Your turn tasks offer opportunities for teachers to assess pupils’ learning in a lesson. 

• Remember tasks offer opportunities for teachers to assess pupils’ learning from previous lessons. 

• Flexible content weeks can be used to assess pupils’ learning at the end of a block. 

 

Reasonable adjustments for pupils with SEND 

As part of the planning and preparation for the delivery of each block, teachers will need to consider 

how specific activities or pedagogy may need to be adjusted to ensure that pupils with SEND are able to 

access the materials and participate fully in the lesson.  

Pupils with language and communication difficulties (including those with ASD) may need additional 

visual prompts to help them understand what is expected of them. Some pupils may require individual 

task boards to enable them to follow a series of steps where a task has been broken down into smaller, 

more manageable chunks. 

Some pupils may have a hearing impairment. Teachers should think carefully about how this impacts 

their ability to hear and produce each sound in a word and consider how best to adapt the French 

lessons to ensure these pupils can be successful. 

For some pupils who have specific challenges around processing, some of the tasks may require 

adaptation to ensure that all pupils can participate fully in the lesson. This may mean reducing the 

number of words / activities in a task, introducing the use of a scribe for lessons with a writing focus, or 

any other adaptations specific to the pupils in your class. 

What does a block of CUSP French look like?  
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Front sheet 
This shows the year group, block title and concept that is 

the focus of the block. 

 

Overview of the sequence 
This slide is located at the beginning of a block. It shows 
the sequence of a block and what is covered within the 

two lessons planned for each week. 

 

Overview of the block 
This slide is located at the beginning of a block. It shows 

the specifics of what is covered in each lesson. 

 

What pupils will know and be able to do at the end of 

the block 

This slide is located at the beginning of a block. It shows 

the learning objectives for the entire block. 

 

 

Core vocabulary 

This slide is located at the beginning of a block. It shows 
the specific vocabulary used in each week. Audio is 

included to support pupil understanding and 
pronunciation. 

 

Knowledge organiser 

This slide is found only at the beginning of a block. It 
provides the key concepts for the entire block. 
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Teacher guidance 

A link will take the teacher to a video explaining the 

content of the entire block. 

 

 

 

Week 1, Session 1 marker slide 

 

Knowledge Note 

This slide is located at the beginning of each week of 
teaching. The Knowledge Note is a visual cue to support 
pupils in navigating and retaining key knowledge taught 
throughout the week. Knowledge Notes are used across 

the CUSP offer. They are dual coded to support retention 
and are an excellent resource for revisiting previously 

taught concepts.  

 

Before we begin 

This slide provides cultural information about France. 

This is essential for developing pupils’ global awareness 

and their knowledge of cultures beyond their own. On 

some occasions, the slide will revisit previously taught 

knowledge.  

 

Vocabulary 

Pupils have an opportunity to see and hear key 

vocabulary that will be explored within this lesson. 

Instruction of the vocabulary is supported through the 

use of dual coding and audio clips. 

 

Phonics 

Throughout KS2, pupils should be taught appropriate 

pronunciation. This includes instruction of the French 

phonic code. This has been carefully mapped across the 

CUSP French curriculum and is explicitly included in the 

lesson sequence.  



 Intellectual content and design copyright © 2022 Unity Schools Partnership Image(s) used under license from Shutterstock.com 

 

My turn / Mon tour  

Teachers model key content for the lesson. This includes 

modelling pronunciation and drawing attention to 

phonic concepts that pupils will already know in the 

language presented.  

 

Our turn / Notre tour 

Teachers guide pupils through a task that allows them to 

practise and embed key content taught during the 

lesson.  

 

Your turn / Votre tour  

Pupils apply their knowledge to a reading, writing or 

speaking task which allows them to embed their new 

knowledge.  

 

Week 1, Session 2 marker slide 

 

 

Before we begin 

This slide revisits concepts that have already been taught 

about the culture of France. 

 

 

Remember  

Each lesson will revisit a concept or concepts previously 

taught.  
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Dual coding and audio clips are used to support pupils’ 

recall and pronunciation. 

 

Vocabulary 

Pupils have an opportunity to see and hear key 
vocabulary that will be explored within this lesson. 

Instruction of the vocabulary is supported through the 
use of dual coding and audio clips. 

 

Phonics 

Throughout KS2, pupils should be taught appropriate 
pronunciation. This includes instruction of the French 

phonic code. This has been carefully mapped across the 
CUSP French curriculum and is explicitly included in the 

lesson sequence. 

 

My turn / Mon tour 

This is a teacher-modelled task, providing opportunities 

for pupils to confidently understand the task explored in 

this lesson. As pupils progress through the curriculum, 

the tasks and content become more advanced.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our turn / Notre tour 

Teachers guide pupils through a task that allows them to 

practise and embed key content taught during the 

lesson.  
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Your turn / Votre tour 

Pupils apply their knowledge to a reading, writing or 
speaking task which allows them to embed their new 

knowledge.  
 

Teachers should review each lesson carefully to ensure 
that they have the necessary resources printed ready. Not 

every lesson requires printed resources – this depends 
on content and task design.  

 


